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Mordecai’s refusal to bow down to Haman is quite inexplicable.
It is not necessary to seek for historical reasons.
The literary reason is clear enough. Mordecai must do something to
provoke Haman in order that he may seek to destroy the Jews; and
this refusal to bow down, unreasonable as it is, serves the purpose.2
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"Mordechay simply would not bow down to a descendant of Agag of the 1IN DA
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"Lysinachus let Mordechai say in his prayer that he refuses to bow down to :D'VaWiN
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"In 1904 Theodore Herzl visited Pope Pius X at the Vatican, hoping to solicit his 3°
support for a Jewish state in Palestine. 'He received me standing and held out his
hand, which I did not kiss', Herzl later wrote in his diary. 'I believe that this spoiled
my chance with him', he added, 'for everyone who visits him kneels and at least kisses
his hand. This hand kiss had worried me a great deal and I was glad when it was out
of the way'. Like Mordecai, Herzl did not give a reason for his rude negative

consequences", E. Horowitz, Reckless Rites, Princeton 2006, p. 79
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For this horrible request no justification can be found. A second

massacre was in no sense an act of self defence, since the power of
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the enemies of the Jews has already been broken by the events of the

thirteen of Adar. This shows a malignant spirit of revenge...

2NID NIN,NIBNI ANOK NWP2 DNIRY NN 1129 YW

The vengeance of Ester pursues them even after they are dead.'
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Wir moechten meinen: der wahre Grund ist ein aetiologischer-
literarischer. Der juedische Verfasser will einen zu seinen Lebzeiten

bestehenden Brauch erklaeren und begruenden: warum naemlich die

juedischen Landbewohner das Purimfest am 14. Adar und die Juden

in Susan es am 15. Adar feiern.>?
NN TN 12NNN .n'nl’lE)D—n'Al'Jl'DN N'D N'NNDKNN n:l'Dn)

NTN2 T7"'2 DNID DX D'AAIN NIMBN TN NS D"pP ani 21209

12 1"02 Wiy wIn 19N

(3 NN ,9'vY) B. Patton, ICC, Esther, p. 287 3"
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"If after the thirteens however there were still in Susan pockets of 1IN YWN )2 .NT
resistance looking forward to a second round with the Jews, then Esther's request
would be realistic and necessary and the exposure and desecration of Haman's sons
could be understood as deterrent (cf. 1 Sam 31, 10; Herodotus III, 125; VI, 30; VII,

MNN DX DINX ;23 NV ,9'V9) 238)"; Moore, Esther — The Anchor Bible, p. 91
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.(23 NN ,2'vY) Bardke, KAT, Das Buch Esther, p. 387 %
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	Mordecai’s refusal to bow down to Haman is quite inexplicable.
	The vengeance of Ester pursues them even after they are dead.30F


